WRITING FOR R
SHoOTING STAR

Be devoted to one another in love.

ROMANS 12:10 niv

H ave you ever seen a shooting star? It’s a quick streak of light that

zips across the nighttime sky. The thing is, that shooting star isn’t a star
at all. It’s a falling meteoroid (MEE-tee-uh-roid), or space rock. Some are as
tiny as a piece of dust. Others are up to 330 feet in size—or just a little smaller
than a football field. (Larger objects are called asteroids.)
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When a meteoroid crashes into
Earth’s atmosphere, it starts to burn up.
That’s what causes the bright streak of
light, and that’s when the meteoroid’s
name changes to meteor, or shooting star.
Any chunks that survive that burning
trip through the atmosphere and land on
Earth have their name changed yet again.
They’re called meteorites.

About 50 tons of space rock hit the
Earth’s atmosphere every day. Why don’t we
see them? Well, most are quite small. Others
fall into the oceans. Still others fall during the
day, when we can’t see their light.

Shooting stars are beautiful, but they
don’t last. Some friendships can be like that
too. When a friend has a bad day, makes a
mistake, disagrees with you, or needs more
of your time, it’s easy to let that friendship
“burn up” like a meteor passing through the
atmosphere. Don’t be the kind of friend who
“shoots” through someone’s life and disap-
pears when it gets tough. Be a true friend.
Someone who'’s there in good times, bad
times, and all the times in between. After all,

Jesus is that kind of friend to you.
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Hoba meteorite in Namibia

The largest meteorite
ever found in the US is
the Willamette meteorite.
Found in 1902, it’s made
of iron and weighs over
15 tons. But it looks like a
pebble compared to the
Hoba meteorite found in
Namibia. It’s about nine
feet long, nine feet wide,
and three feet thick and

weighs over 66 tons—that’s

about the same as 10 big

African elephants!




